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Brussels, December 2009

The EDA has compared its data on European defence expenditure with United States defence spending in 2008. The data show 
that the US spent €454 Billion on defence in 2008, two point two times more than the  €200 billion spent in Europe. 

European data represent spending by the 26 EDA participating Member States. US data are based on public sources, mainly US 
Government publications. 

European - United States Defence Expenditure in 2008
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Europe* US**

Total Defence Expenditure: €200 Bln € 466 Bln

Defence Expenditure as a % of GDP: 1,63%                         4,7%

Defence Expenditure Per Capita: € 406 €1532

EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE - GENERAL

*Europe means 26 EDA participating Member States

**Euro/Dollar exchange rate is based on average for 2008: 1.470
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EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE – GENERAL
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EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE - GENERAL
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EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE – REFORM

Europe US

Military Personnel: 1 800 707 1 401 757

Civil Personnel: 433 780 707 680

Defence Spent Per Military: €111 198 €332 699

Investment (Equipment 

Procurement and R&D) 

Per Military: €23 274 €127 296



6

EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE – REFORM

Europe US* 

Personnel Expenditure: €106,2 Bln €92,6 Bln

Operations & Maintenance: €43,3 Bln €173,4 Bln

Investment (Equip. Proc. & R&D):    €41,9 Bln €166,2 Bln

Research & Development: €8,6 Bln €54,1 Bln

(Includes: Research & Technology):            €2,5 Bln €7,3 Bln
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EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE – REFORM

€ 204,0

€ 43,3

€ 106,2

€ 200,1

€ 31,2

€ 153,9
€ 174,5

€ 94,3

€ 454,0

€ 34,0

€ 0,9

€ 466,4

€ 41,9

€ 8,6

€ 106,0

€ 47,0€ 41,8

€ 9,2

€ 173,4€ 166,2

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

500

O
th
e
r

E
x
p
e
n
d
it
u
re
 

In
v
e
s
tm

e
n
t

(E
q
u
ip
. 
 P
ro
c
.

in
c
lu
d
in
g

R
&
D
/R
&
T
) 

O
&
M

E
x
p
e
n
d
it
u
re
 

P
e
rs
o
n
n
e
l

E
x
p
e
n
d
it
u
re
 

T
o
ta
l 
D
e
fe
n
c
e

E
x
p
e
n
d
it
u
re

O
th
e
r

E
x
p
e
n
d
it
u
re
 

In
v
e
s
tm

e
n
t

(E
q
u
ip
. 
 P
ro
c
.

in
c
lu
d
in
g

R
&
D
/R
&
T
) 

O
&
M

E
x
p
e
n
d
it
u
re
 

P
e
rs
o
n
n
e
l

E
x
p
e
n
d
it
u
re
 

T
o
ta
l 
D
e
fe
n
c
e

E
x
p
e
n
d
it
u
re

2007 2008

B
il
li
o
n
s
 o
f 
E
u
ro
s

Europe

US 

Defence Expenditure Breakdown in Volume of Money



8

EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE – REFORM
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EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE – REFORM
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EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE – REFORM

Equipment Procurement and R&D/R&T 
in  Percentages
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EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE – REFORM
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EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE – REFORM
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EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE – REFORM

Outsourcing in Volume of Money and Percentages
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EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE – DEPLOYABILITY
Average Number of Troops Deployed in Figures 
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EUROPEAN-US DEFENCE EXPENDITURE – DEPLOYABILITY

Average Number of Troops
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